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ABSTRACT

A one-pot cascade transformation of ketones into r-imidoketones has been developed, in which N-bromosuccinimide (NBS) provides both
electrophilic bromine and nucleophilic nitrogen sources, and diazabicyclo[5.4.1]undec-7-ene (DBU) functions as a base and a nucleophilic
promoter for the activation of NBS. r-Bromination is supposed as the key step in the process, which takes place between more electrophilic
bromide active species and enolates.

N-Bromosuccinimide (NBS) is a versatile reagent for
synthetic organic chemistry.1 Traditionally, NBS can be
considered as a convenient source of either cationic bro-
mine used in electrophilic addition reactions2 or a bromine
radical used in radical substitution reactions.3 In general,
relatively inert succinimide would be generated as a by-
product in the reaction. From the atom economic point of
view, direct installment of the succinimido moiety of NBS
into the target molecules, as well as further transforma-
tion thereby, is highly desirable. Herein, we would like to

present a unique mode, in which both the bromine cation
and succinimide anion of NBS were involved in a one-pot
conversion of ketones into R-imidoketones.
Recently, halogen activated organic reactions (e.g.,

halonium,2 hypervalent halogen,4a�g and halogen bond-
ing4h�m) have attracted increasing interest, and in our re-
search on halonium-initiated cascades,5 an intramolecular

(1) (a) Wohl, A. Ber. 1919, 52, 51. (b) Ziegler, K.; Spath, A.; Schf, E.;
Schumann, W.; Winkelmann, E. Ann. 1942, 551, 80. (c) Djerassi, C.
Chem. Rev. 1948, 43, 271. (d) Pearson, R. E.; Martin, J. C. J. Am. Chem.
Soc. 1963, 85, 3142. (e) Godoi, B.; Schumacher, R. F.; Zeni, G. Chem.
Rev. 2011, 111, 2937.

(2) Selected references: (a) Sasaki, M.; Yudin, A. K. J. Am. Chem.
Soc. 2003, 125, 14242. (b) Sakakura, A.; Ukai, A.; Ishihara, K. Nature
2007, 445, 900. (c) Zhou, L.; Tan, C. K.; Zhou, J.; Yeung, Y.-Y. J. Am.
Chem. Soc. 2010, 132, 10245. (d) Zhou, L.; Tan, C. K.; Jiang, X.; Chen, F.;
Yeung, Y.-Y. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2010, 132, 15474. (e) Cai, Y.; Liu, X.; Hui,
Y.; Jiang, J.;Wang,W.; Chen,W.; Lin, L.; Feng,X.Angew.Chem., Int. Ed.
2010, 49, 6160. (f) Brown, R. S.Acc. Chem. Res. 1997, 30, 131. (g) Ch�avez,
P.; Kirsch, J.; H€ovelmann, C. H.; Streuff, J.; Martı́nez- Belmonte, M.;
Escudero-Ad�an, E. C.; Martin, E.; Mu~niz, K. Chem. Sci. 2012, 3, 2375.

(3) (a) Horner, L.; Winkelmann, E. H. Angew. Chem. 1959, 71, 349.
(b) Walling, C.; Rieger, A. L.; Tanner, D. D. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 1963, 85,
3129. (c) Russell, G. A.; Desmond, K.M. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 1963, 85, 3139.
(d)Niu,M.Y.; Yin, Z.G.; Fu,H.; Jiang,Y.Y. J.Org.Chem. 2008, 73, 3961.

(4) (a) Zhdankin, V. V.; Stang, P. J. Chem. Rev. 2008, 108, 5299.
(b) Kuupper, F. C.; Feiters, M. C.; Olofsson, B.; Kaiho, T.; Yanagida,
S.; Zimmermann, M. B.; Carpenter, L. J.; Luther, G. W., III; Lu, Z.;
Jonsson,M.; Kloo, L.Angew. Chem., Int. Ed. 2011, 50, 11598. (c) Souto,
J. A.; Zian,D.;Mu~niz, K. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2012, 134, 7242. (d) R€oben,
C.; Souto, J. A.; Gonz�alez, Y.; Lishchynskyi, A.; Mu~niz, K. Angew.
Chem., Int. Ed. 2011, 50, 9478. (e) Lishchynskyi, A.;Mu~niz, K.Chem.;
Eur. J. 2012, 18, 2212. (f) Ochiai, M.; Miyamoto, K.; Kaneaki, T.;
Hayashi, S.; Nakanishi, W. Science 2011, 332, 448. (g) Ochiai, M.;
Kaneaki, T.; Tada,N.;Miyamoto,K.; Chuman,H.; Shiro,M.;Hayashi,
S.; Nakanishi, W. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2007, 129, 12938. (h) Metrangolo,
P.; Meyer, F.; Pilati, T.; Resnati, G.; Terraneo, G. Angew. Chem., Int.
Ed. 2008, 47, 6114. (i) Zordan, F.; Brammer, L.; Sherwood, P. J. Am.
Chem. Soc. 2005, 127, 5979. (j) Denmark, S. E.; Burk, M. T. Proc. Nat.
Acad. Sci. U.S.A. 2010, 107, 20655. (k) Tan, C. K.; Zhou, L.; Yeung
Y.-Y.Synlett 2011, 10, 1335. (l)Walter, S.M.;Kniep, F.; Herdtweck, E.;
Huber, S.M.Angew. Chem., Int. Ed. 2011, 50, 7187. (m)Metrangolo, P.;
Resnati, G.Halogen Bonding: Fundamentals and Applications; Springer:
Berlin, 2008.

(5) (a) Wei, Y.; Lin, S.; Xue, H.; Liang, F.; Zhao, B.Org. Lett. 2012,
14, 712. (b) Wei, Y.; Lin, S.; Zhang, J.; Niu, Z.; Fu, Q.; Liang, F. Chem.
Commun. 2011, 47, 12394.



Org. Lett., Vol. 14, No. 16, 2012 4203

C�O bond formation between carbonyl methyl and the
amide oxygen atomwas developed.5a In our continuedwork,
we devoted our effort to the intermolecular carbon�carbon
and carbon�heteroatom bond construction of ketones with
appropriate nucleophiles via halogen activation. In this con-
text, we disclosed the one-pot cascade reaction of ketones
with NBS leading to direct imidation,6 in whichNBS plays a
dual role to provide both electrophilic bromine and nucleo-
philic nitrogen sources (Scheme 1a).7 Generally, the proce-
dure requires multiple steps, as exemplified in the Gabriel
synthesis (Scheme 1b).8 To the best of our knowledge, this
represents one of the rare examples of employing two compo-
nents of NBS in a one-pot cascade transformation.9

Initially, the model reaction of acetophenone (1a) with
NBS was examined under basic conditions (Table 1).
No reactions occurred in DMF at rt, by the utilization of
NaOH, NaOEt, NaH, t-BuOK, and DABCO as the base
(entries 1�5). Gratifyingly, the reaction with DBU as the
base gave 1-(2-oxo-2-phenylethyl)pyrrolidine-2,5-dione
(2a) in 52% yield (entry 6).10 Switching the solvents
from DMF to THF and toluene did not change the yields
significantly (entries 7 and 8). The yield was improved to
81%when performed in CH2Cl2 under otherwise identical
conditions (entry 9). Among all the solvents tested,MeCN
was themost efficient, affording 2a in 87%yield (entry 10).
One can see that DBU worked well in the one-pot imida-
tion reaction while other bases were inefficient. The reason
for this may be attributed to the specific interaction between
DBU and NBS.11

With the optimized conditions in hand, the scope and
generality of the one-pot cascade reaction were investigated.
Thus, the reactions of various ketones with NBS were con-
ducted (Table 2). It was found that methyl aryl ketones
containing both electron-donating groups (2-MeC6H4,
4-MeC6H4, 4-CH3OC6H4) and electron-withdrawing groups
(4-Br, 4-Cl, 3-NO2, 4-NO2) on the aryl rings could be
smoothly transformed into the desired products 2b�h

Scheme 1. One-Pot Cascade Leading to R-Imidation of Ketones
by a Combination of NBS and DBU

Table 1. Optimization of the Reaction Conditionsa

entry base solvent 2a yield (%)b

1c NaOH DMF n.r.

2 NaOEt DMF n.r

3c NaH DMF n.r

4c t-BuOK DMF n.r

5 DABCO DMF n.r.

6 DBU DMF 52

7 DBU THF 59

8 DBU toluene 49

9 DBU CH2Cl2 81

10 DBU MeCN 87

aReactions were carried out with 1a (1.0 mmol), NBS (1.2 equiv),
and base (1.2 equiv) in solvent (2.0 mL) for 12 h. b Isolated yield. cTo the
mixture of 1a (1.0 mmol) and base (0.9 equiv), NBS (1.2 equiv) was
added after 30 min; no 2a was observed.

Table 2. Cascade Reactions of Ketones with NBS and DBUa

entry 1 R1 R2 2 yield (%)b

1 1a Ph H 2a 87

2 1b 2-MeC6H4 H 2b 91

3 1c 4-MeC6H4 H 2c 90

4 1d 4-CH3OC6H4 H 2d 84

5 1e 4-BrC6H4 H 2e 81

6 1f 4-ClC6H4 H 2f 82

7 1g 3-NO2C6H4 H 2g 83

8 1h 4-NO2C6H4 H 2h 80

9 1i 2-naphthyl H 2i 85

10 1j 2-furyl H 2j 86

11 1k 2-thienyl H 2k 83

12 1l 2-pyridyl H 2l 81

13 1m PhCHdCH H 2m 77

14 1n Ph Me 2n 88

15 1o Ph Et 2o 86

16 1p Ph Ph 2p 85

aReactions were carried out with 1 (1.0 mmol), NBS (1.2 equiv), and
DBU (1.2 equiv) in MeCN (2.0 mL) for 12 h. b Isolated yield.
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(80�91%, entries 2�8). In addition, 2-naphthyl methyl
ketone (1i) also provided the corresponding product 2i in
85% yield (entry 9). Encouraged by the results obtained
with aryl ketones,we turnedour attention to the heteroaryl
ketones. The heterocycles, including furan (1j), thiophene
(1k), and pyridine (1l), were converted into the target prod-
ucts 2j�l in 81�86% yields (entries 10�12). 4-Phenylbut-
3-en-2-one (1m) was also a suitable substrate, affording 2m
in 77% yield (entry 13). Propiophenone (1n) and butyr-
ophenone (1o) gave the corresponding products 2n and
2o in 88% and 86% yields, respectively (entries 14 and 15).
R-Phenyl acetophenone (1p) was also efficient, afford-
ing 1-(2-oxo-1,2-diphenylethyl)pyrrolidine-2,5-dione (2p)
in high yield. Nevertheless, when isobutyrophenone and
R-tetralone were used as substrates, no reactions took place,
which was probably due to the steric effect of the alkyl
substituents.12

Next, we investigated the efficacy of otherN-haloimides
(Scheme 2).13 Similar to NBS, N-bromophthalimide (NBP)
wasalsoa competent reagent, affording thedesired isoindole-
1,3-diones 3 in high yield. For the reaction of 1a with 1,3-
dibromo-5,5-dimethylhydantoin, due to the reactivity of
the bromine attached to the imine N-atom being higher
than that on the amide N-atom, the corresponding

R-imidated ketone 4 was produced in high yield.14 The
structure of 4 was confirmed by single-crystal X-ray dif-
fraction (Figure 1).15 However, when N-bromosaccharin
was subjected to the reaction conditions, no imidated
product was observed. Both pyrrolidine-2,5-dione and
isoindole-1,3-dione derivatives have been used extensively
in synthetic chemistry, with a wide range of applications,
particularly in biological and pharmaceutical chemistry.16

To gain insight into the mechanism, several control
experiments were performed (Scheme 3). No correspond-
ing R-bromoacetophenone (6) was observed in the reac-
tions of 1a and NBS with various bases like NaOH,
NaOEt, and t-BuOK, with substrate 1a recovered quanti-
tatively (eq 1). The reactions of 6 and succinimide 7 (1.2
equiv) at rt for 12 h gave product 2a, with either NaOH or
DBU (1.2 equiv) as the base (eq 2). The results indicated

Scheme 2. Reactions of Acetophenone 1a with N-Bromoimides

Scheme 3. Control Experiments

Figure 1. ORTEP drawing of 4.

Scheme 4. Possible Mechanism for the Formation of
R-Imidated Ketones 2�4

(12) Reactions of fully aliphatic ketones like acetone and butanone
with NBS gave a complex mixture. Additionally, ethyl acetate was
selected as an ester substrate and subjected to otherwise identical
conditions but proved to be inefficient.

(13) NIS showed similar reactivity to NBS, but NCS was inefficient.
(14) The bromine atom on the amide nitrogen is deactivated during

the transformation.

(15) CCDC 873495 (4) contains the supplementary crystallographic
data for this paper. These data can be obtained free of charge from The
Cambridge Crystallographic Data Centre via www.ccdc.cam.ac.uk/
data_request/cif. See the Supporting Information.
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that (i)R-bromoketone is involved in themechanism as the
key step and (ii) DBU plays an important role in this step
(R-bromination of ketones).17

On the basis of all the results described above and
work by Vanquero et al.,18a a possible mechanism for the
R-imidation of ketones was proposed (Scheme 4). First,
enolate I is produced in the presence of DBU (1.0 equiv at
themost). At the same time,NBS reactswithDBU to form
a 1:1 adduct II via halogen bond interaction,18,4h�4mwhich
further transforms into a more electrophilic species III.19

Second, reaction between enolate I and activated bromide
III furnishesR-bromoketone IV. Finally, imidatedproduct
2 is formed via nucleophilic substitution of IV by the

succinimide anion. The function ofDBU is to deprotonate
ketones (as base) and to activate NBS (as nucleophilic
promoter).20 Such an efficient one-pot cascade transfor-
mation involves sequential N�Br cleavage, C�Br forma-
tion, C�Br cleavage, and C�N formation. With this
protocol, we achieved the in situ cross-coupling between
two (pro)nucleophiles.21

In conclusion, a novel and efficient one-pot R-imidation
of ketones has been developed by using anNBS and DBU
combination, in whichNBS functions as both halogen and
nitrogen sources and DBU as both a base and a nucleo-
philic promoter to activateNBS. The activation ofNBS by
DBU to be amore electrophilic bromide active species was
supposed to be the driving force for the one-pot cascade
imidation reaction. The reaction features mild conditions,
broad scope, and high efficiency.Work on further expand-
ing the substrate scope with an NBS and DBU combina-
tion is ongoing in our laboratory.
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